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The RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The Lord K I N G, 


LORD CHANCELLOR 


MY LORD, 


Hen ] firſt preſum d to make publick 
the following private Letter to your 


Lordſhip, it was at the Inſtigation of a few 
Friends, who were pleasd to think, that the 
Newneſs of the Subject, and Manner in which 
* - — 


EN 


it was treated, might give ſome Amuſement to 
the Public, and no juſt Offence to your Lord- 
ſhip. In ſearching after a Motto for your 
Lordſhip (which is the Subject of it) I was 
naturally ted to have the Outlines and prin- 
cipal Strokes of your great Character before 
me. And if, in return to the kind Reception 
the World gave it, I now further preſume to 
publiſh it a ſecond Time, I do it as an Ac- 
knowledgment, which I, as one of the great 
Community of the Nation (whom Tou have ſo 
highly oblig d, and are daily obliging in the 
conſtant Diſplay Jos make of your exalted 
Character for its Service) owe Vu. My 
Lok, Honours and Stations, however great 
they may reſpectivel) be, are not an adequate 
Recompenſe for great Merit. Experience in 
all Ages ſberos us, that Honours in them- 
ſelves are not always honourable ; they are 
of an equivocal Nature, and add no Merit, 
where 


* 
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where they find none. Then only do they yield 
real Dignity to the Perſon on whom they are 
confer'd, when they will admit of Reaſons for 
conferring them. Hence it was, that Pream- 
bles to Patents of Creation ere firſt intro- 
duc d: Which ſtill remain the nobleſt Decora- 
tion of true Merit, and at the ſame Time (it 
muſt be oun'd) the ſureſt Indication of that 
which is Counterfeit. This Juſtice (1 mean 
of a particular Preamble) which You ow'd 
your other Virtues, your Lordſhip was pleasd 
to juffer the ſuperior Influence of one to pre- 
vent. But you will, My Lokn, I hope par- 
don me (I am ſure the Public will) if 1 am 
humbly of opinion, that your Lordſhip ſhould 
not have exerted this ſingle Virtue in ſo emi- 
nent a manner, to the prejudice of the Reſt 
thut conſtitute your noble Character. A De- 
tail, as is uſual, drawn up by a maſterly Hand, 
of the great Ingredients in your Lord ſbip's 
= Cha- 
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Character (whilſt the World knew you poſſeſs d 
them) would have been of Uſe, as it would have 
been of Example, to Mankind, and no poſſible 
Diſſer vice to your Lordſhip. And ſince this 
was not done, by your own leave in its proper 
place, I truly think it ought (for the Honour of 
our Country) to be done without it. I own my 
ſelf abſolutely unequal ſor ſuch a Taste. To 
expreſs that which jo ſtrongly ſtrikes the Obſer- 
vation of every body with a ſuitable Luſtre, 
( however deſirous I might be of it, ) is far beyond 
the reach of my Pen. But, as in the Purſuit 
of the Subject of the following Letter I was 
naturally led to touch on ſome of the princi- 
pal Virtues, which have rendred You, what 
you are, and however imperſect the Sketch 
may be, thinking it ſore Merit to the Pub- 
lic, to have the Will to do ſo great an Orna- 
ment of it fuſtice, I have conſented to the 
publiſhing it a ſecond Time. Jf in ſo doing 
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I ſhall be thought to have err d; whilſt it 
was the honouring your Lordſhip I had in 
View, I have the Comfort at leaſt of know- 


ing, I have err'd with the People. 


Serus in cœlum redeas, diuq; 
Lætus znterſis populo Britanno, 


will ever be the unfeigned Prayer of, 


" MY LORD, 


Your LoRDsniPs 


Loxpo, 
Feb. 14. 


172. 


Moſt Obliged, and moſt 
Obedient, Humble Servant, 


ROBERT WHATLEY. 
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. Chriſtmas-Eve, 1724. 


MY LORD, 


T would argue very great Inattention in me towards 

the Publick, ſhould I let paſs any thing unobſerv'd 
which regards Tour Lordſhip; who make ſo con. 
ſiderable a Figure in it, and to whom nothing can really 
happen that dogs not conſiderably affect it. And to find 
my ſelf no ways concerned in what paſſes, with reſpect 
to Tour Lordſhip, would argue an Indifference, altoge- 
ther inconſiſtent with that ſincere Devotion, wherewith 
I have had my Heart fill'd for You, ever ſince I have had 
the Honour of Your Acquaintance, 
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BESIDES the general Talk of the Town, I have two 


ſo good Authorities for Thur Lordſhip's being to be made 
a Peer, from two of your very good Friends, that I can 


no longer doubt of it, and it was not long 1 was con- 
vinc'd of the Truth of it, before a Thought came into thy 
Mind, by purfuing which, I perceived I might poſſibly 
be of ſome Uſe to You, and at the ſame time give Tour 
Lordſhip an Inſtance in little, of what I ſhould be very 
ready, were I able, to do in greater Matters. My LoRp, 
The Thought which came into my mind on this Occa- 
ſion, was to find out a Motto for your Coat of Arms, 
which Cuſtom has now made very near as neceſſary to 
write under them, as the Diſtinction of your new Qua- 
lity will oblige You to ſet over them a Coronet. ThisI 
concciv'd too trifling a Subject for Tour Lordſhip's 
Thoughts, and therefore have I preſumed to make it 
the Employment of my own. | 


J have, on this Occaſton, run over moſt of the Mot- 
o' of our Nobility, in order to ſee whence they have 
been ufually taken, as well as conſidered the Nature of 
a Motto in itſelf. A Motto was originally deſign'd to 
contain an Alluſion to the real or aſſumed Character of 
the Perſon that wore it; taken either from the Offices he 
bore, or the Circumſtances of them, or the particular 
Sentiments of his Mind, or Manner of Lifc, which he 
either was, or deſired to be moſt noted for. In looking 
over thoſe of our Nobility, I have found them of a very 

various. 


* 


131 


various Nature, and of as different an Excellency. And 
I can't avoid giving Tour Lordſhip a Sketch, with a very 
ſhort Comment, of them, asI go along. And the ff 
which I ſhall inſtance in, will be ſuch, which, taken from 
the Names of the Great Perſons who bear them, and 
terminating in Pi or Quibble only, ſhew a very bad 


Taſte in 7hoſe who firſt aſſumed them. Such are, 


* Cavendo Tutus CAVENDISH. 
Pie repone Te ——PIERREPOINT. 
Ne vile Fano FANE, deſcended from the 
Ne wile velis NEviIL. (NEvVILSs. 
Forte ſcutum Salus Ducum——FORTESCUE. 
Manus juſta nardus —— MAYNARD. 


Templa quam dilecta— TEMPLE, Lord CoBHam. 


And ſuch à one might caſily be framed for Tour Lord. 
ſhip from the Equivoque of your Name in Latin; as, 


A Rege pro Rege. 


But I look on 7heſe, as I have ſaid, to ſavour of a very 
bad Taſte; there being nothing more decry'd, as to Mat- 


— 7 


i. e. My Name is Cavexpisn, and I have choſen Cavendo 
Tutus for my Motto, not becauſe I really think there is any 


more Safety in being wary (which is its meaning) than in any - 


other Virtue ; but becauſe CavxN DO and CavENDISsH ſound 
alike. And ſo of all the * 5 | 


2 ters 


» — „ ͤ« —E  - PR — 


[ 4 ] 


ters of Writing or Speaking, in the preſent Age, nor I 
think more- juſtly, than any Thing founded on a Pun. 
They may indeed, for ought I know, ſerve to ſhew the 
Antiquity of the Familys of thoſe who bear them, but 
am ſure they do not the Antiquity of their Senſe. 


ANOTHER Sort, not much better than theſe, are 
plain ſimple Expreſſions of ſome one particular Virtue, 
which does no more peculiarly belong to the Owners of 
it, than to any other Perſon whatſoever. Such arc, 


Sola Virtus invicta.— NORFOLK. 
Aut nunquam tentes aut per ice. DORSET. 
Virtus in Actione conſiſtit.— CRAVEN. 
Fe me ſie en Dieu. PLYMOUTH. 
yo La Vertu eſt la ſeule Nobleſſe. Nox r & GREY. 


ANOTHER Sort, not much ſuperiour to theſe, are 
a ſhort Recommendation of ſome particular Virtye either 
to the World in general, or to their Paſterity in particu- 
lar, without any Point in them. As, 


— — 


* 'True Virtue alone unconquerable. | = 


t Reſolve to finiſh what you take in hand, or not ſer a- 
bout it at all. 

Virtue is active. 

+ My Truſt is in God. 


Tis Virtue only that truly ennobleth. 


51 


* Aymez Loyaulte. BoLToN. 

t Maintien le Droit... CnHAN Dos. 
|| Garde la Foy, ———PAULET. 

+ Surves Raiſon.— MONTACUTE. 


No r to trouble Tour Lordſhip, with too many of a 
ſort, the next which 1 ſhall inſtance in, are ſuch as are 
barely expreſſive of ſome particular favourite Senti- 
ment of the Perſon who gave it: And ſuch was the late 
Duke of MARLBOROUGH'S, who thought fit to ex- 
preſs it in Spaniſh, to give it, I ſuppoſe, an Elevation it 
had perhaps wanted in any other Tongue, | 


Fiel pero Deſdechado. 


Which ſignifics as much (if I am rightly inform d) 
« That He would continue faithful, altho' he ſhould 
ce have rcaſon to be diſguſted, or to think his Services 
Cc lighted.” I am ſorry, by the way, His Grace was 
put to the Trial of it. 


eee em ee eee ent ͤ— — — 
* Be Loyal. 
+ Defend what is Right. 
[| Be Faithful. 
+ Let Reaſon be your Guide. 


Others 
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Others of this ſort, arc, 


* Comiter ſed fortiter.— late Bucks. 

t Vicit amor Patriæ.— NEWCASTLE. 

| Stemmata quid facinnt —— WIN DSOR. 

** Semper fidelis—— Your Lordſhip's Neighbour, 
(Lord ONSLow's. 


There are many .more of this ſort, ſome of which are 
very good, and others yery ordinary. 


Bur the beſt of all, are ſuch as convey to the Mind, 
ſomething of the Character of the Perſon who bears it, 
or firſt aſſum'd it; and the more it has of This, both of his 
general and of his particular Character, the clearer and 
conciſer it is expreſsd, the better it will be. It has 
been likewiſe thought, that it wou'd be ſtill better if the 
Words made a part of a Verſe. But this is not ſo very 
neceſſary to its being good, but that if it be very clearly 
and emphatically expreſsd, and conciſe, it will do without 
it. have found few or none expreſſive both of the ge- 

-ral and particular Character. Thoſe that follow are 
of the latter ſort only. | 
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Il am reſolved always to appear civil, eaſy, and obliging; 
but however, to ſee that I have my own Will. 
The Love of my Country has been Superiour. 
Mat fignifies an empty Word, © © S 
His Grace, His Hicnness, . or My Lokp ? 
*Tis Virtue ſtamps the Charatterr, 
And gives a Luſtre to the Star. 
will never ſwerve from my Duty. 


Pax 


171 
Pax in Bello. 


This was the late Duke of LERDS s, and no doubt deſign d 
by him to expreſs the Situation of Affairs when he was 
Prime Miniſter, and had the Dignity firſt confer'd on 
him, which was our being at Peace, and our Neighbours 
in Mar. 


* Soyez ferme late Lord ROCHESTER's. 

+ Otium cum Dignitate—late Lord HALIFAx's. 

Frangas non flectes — late Lord Gower. 

+ Nec quærere nec ſpernere honorem a very 
good one of the preſent Lord Sr. JohN, but that it is 
too long. Of this ſort, but conſidered in another Light, 
is that My Lord WaLeoLt bears, with alluſion to his 
Great Father's maſterly Talent 


Fari que ſentiar. 


But the C % of all, are thoſe which (as I have ſaid) allude 
to both the general and particular Charatters of the Per- 
ſons that wear them, with Elegance, Perſpicuity, and 


_ — 
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* Be Ready, or reſolv d. 

+ I have ln 'd what I long'd for, an honourable Leiſure. 

Break me you may perhaps, but you ſhan't make me bend. 

+ I defpiſe not the Ener f am now poſleſs'd of, no more 
than I was over- ſollicitous about it bakers I had it confer'd 
on me. 


Con- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Conciſeneſs. And this I have had in view, in thin king 


on One proper for Tour Lordſhip. And in order to ar- 


rive at this the better, I have more particularly obſerved 
thoſe which have been aſſumed by ſuch whoſe Eminence 


in Tour Lordſhip's Profeſſion, procured them their 


Peerage. But I have ſcarce found One that comes up as 


I would have it, to the Deſcription I have given of the 
beſt ſort. 


LorD LECHMERE'S is, 


Ducet Amor Patriæ. 


A Motto worthy His Lordſhip, and excellently good, as 


far as it goes in expreſſing his great Character. But it is 


| imperfect. One may ſee in it indeed his Lordſhip's noted 


great Spirit of Patriotiſm, and Love to his Country, very 
cmphatically expreſs d. And there's a Refinement in the 
Words, by which a Common T hought has great Force and 
Energy added to it, and quite a ew Motto is conſtituted of 
the ſame Sentiment, uſed by others. Not Vicit, not Ducit 
Amor Patriæ; the firſt of theſe implying a Poſſivility 
of a Man's having entertain'd a Doubt, Whether any other 
Conſideration ſhould not come in competition with his 
Love to his Country; and the latter anſwering for a 
Man's being influenc'd by it for he Preſent only. Where- 
fore my Lord his moſt appoſitely made uſe of the Mord 
in the future Tenſe, Ducet Amor Patriæ. The Love of 

one's 


194 
one's Country and Conſtitution wi/l carry a Man forth to 
exert himſelf with his utmoſt Eloquence— Force—and 


S$p7rit in the Service of ſo glorious a Cauſe. It will, ny 
Lord, conſtrain him to do ſo. But notwithſtanding 


theſe its Beauties, it is defective. It carries in it no 
manner of alluſion to the honourable Profeſſion of which 
His Lordſhip was ſo very great an Ornament. And his 
Eminency in which, was at firſt the Foundation of his 


Lordſhip's Grandeur, as the extenſive Knowledge of the 


Laws and Conſtitution of his Country, muſt be acknow- 
ledg d to be at preſent its greateſt Support. 


THE preſent Lokd CHANCELLOR'S is 


Sapere aude. 


Which is put for Dare to be honeſt : Implying, by a 


pretty hard Conſtruction, I think, as the World goes, 
that to be Miſe, is to be Honeſt. Such a Motto, I 
muſt own, is no great Compliment to the Age in which 
it is aſſumed. As if ſuch Dzfficultys lay in a Man's way 
to be honeſt, that he muſt exert an extraordinary De- 
gree of Courage to be ſo. Neither is it any great Com- 
pliment to the Perſon who aſſumes it, if he lives in an 
Age where he incurs no Danger if he be honeſt, But, 
perhaps, his Lordſbip aſſumed it, with a Retroſpect to 
his Behaviour in the late QUEEN'S Time. 


C LoRD 
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Lorp TREvoR's is a Family Motto, and fo is Lord 
HAaRcouRT's, and as ſuch I have nothing directly to do with 
either of them. Only I can't but obſerve as I go along, that 
the Lord HARCOURT was in the right to keep to That of 
his Anceſtors : For it contains a very happy Alluſion to 


what will make a very ſhining part of his Lordſhip's 


Character. It is, Le bon Tems viendra. It teem'd for 


many Ages with a Prophecy, which we ſee very happily 
accompliſh'd in his Lordſbp's Perſon. 


LoRD CoOWPER's Was 
Tuum eſt. 


A Motto that had no manner of reference to his Lord- 
ſhip's publick or private Character; and a Man muſt have 
a particular acquaintance with HoRAcE, to know it has 
any meaning. But what that meaning was, which was de- 
ſign'd for it by his Lordſhip, when he fix'd it under his 
Shield, whether he deſign'd to make his Acknowledge- 
ments to God, the Queen, or Himſelf, whatever the 
Preſumptions may be, is to me uncertain. 


* Prodefſe quam Conſpici, 


of Lord SOMERS, is a very good one, but not compleatly 
ſo, becauſe however excellently expreſſive of a famous 


* I take more delight in being uſeful to Mankind, than in 
being ſeen to be ſo. 


part 
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part of his private Character, there's no Eye in it to what 
his Lordſbip's Riſe was owing to . 


t Animo & Fide——GUILFoRD. 
Nil conſcire ſibi —— NOTTINGHAM. 
Deus nobis hæc otia fecit ——CLARENDON. 


I ſhall go no higher than to the Reſtoration ; and not to 
lengthen my Letter unneceſlarily, I leave your Lordſhip 
to obſerve how far theſe latter are expreſſive, or fall 
ſhort, of the general and particular Charatter, or both, 
of thoſe noble Perſons who aſſumed them. 


THE beſt that I have met with, or at leaſt that have 
pleas d me moſt, in the whole Liſt that I have ſeen of 
thoſe of our Nobility in general, are three very modern 
ones: One, of the late Earl of OxroRD, 


** V/jrtute & Fide. 


— 


(Of the ſame Nature with this of Lord Sowts, his 
Lordſhip's great Predeceſſor, is that which My Lord CHaNnceLLoR 
has choſen, 


Labor ipſe Voluptas. 
They are both very good as far as they go, but labour both 


under the ſame Imperfection, of containing but a very Synec- 
dochical Alluſion to the Greatneſs of their Lordſhips W 
Characters.) 

Courage and Fidelity. 

To be conſcious of no Guilt. 

+ We owe our preſent happy Circumſtanees to God. 

** 'Through Faith in God's Bleſſing and through my own 
Endeavours. (To give any other Senſe to this Motto, would be di- 
veſting it of its greateſt Beauty.) 

C2 Another, 


—— 
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Another, the preſent Earl Capocan's; 


* Qui invidet, minor eſt. 


Theſe two have not the advantage of being part of a 
Verſe, and yet are excellent. The Firſt (with ſome 
Abatements to his wilful Demerits) very properly ex- 
preſſive of the Foundation on which ſo great a Man 
might deſire to be thought to build up his Fortunes. And 
the Other a very happy Admonition on account of the 
Sentiments which the ſeeing His Lordſhip among the 


Peers of his Country might raiſc in the Minds of many of 
his Beholders. 


The Third is that of the late Viſcount BoLINGBROKE, 
t Ni admirari. 


A moſt excellent Sentiment for a young Stateſman to 
ſet out with, tho' I am afraid little underſtood at that 
time by the then Noble Perſon who wore it. But his 
late Lordſhip was not the only Perſon who in thoſe 
Times (to expreſs myfelf in a noble || Author's Words) 


. —— — 11 —— _— 


* Whoever envies me my Honours, that very Envy makes 
him my Inferior. 


+ To have no more Eſteem for any Thing, than the Thing 
deſerves. 


Lord SyarrtsBuRY's Characteriſticks, vol. 3. p. 169. 
| gave 


15 "= 
gave that Admiration to © Equipages, Titles, Prece- | 
* dencies, Staffs, RisBoNs, and other ſuch glittering 
« Ware, which is alone due to inward Merit, Honour | 
and a Character; tho' he happen'd by his Motto pro- | 
feſſedly to avow he would not *. 41 * 1 * | | 


AND as there arc favourable Mottos, ſo likewiſe 
may there be Satirical ones; Two of which ſort I ſhall 
lay before your Lordſhip, as they have a tendency to 
expreſs my Notion of the true Nature of good Ones, 
and carry in them the beſt Explanation of my Meaning. 


THE Firſt is one, as I remember, apply'd to the late 
Earl of Oxronv in the height of his Lordſhip's Glory, 


+ Oderint dum metuant. 


THE Other, 
Optat Ephippia Bos: 


As both theſe carry a ſting along with them, and repreſent 
the Perſons they were deſign'd for in a bad Light; ſo 


— 


Jo the foregoing three I ſhall here add a Fourth, which 
was unknown to me at my writing this Letter; and that is, 

Speftemur agendo. the preſent Duke of MonTacv's : 
Which, whatever light you conſider it in, whether of Expreſſion, 


Senſe, or Fitneſs to the due or real Character of the great Per- 


ſon who wears it, is truly excellent. 
Let them hate on, ſo as they do but fear me, too. 


ought 
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ought the contrary ſort to repreſent in as agreeable a man- 
ner the Party in a good one. 
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« I COME now to offer to your Lordſhip what has 
occur'd to my Thoughts in relation to Tour ſelf. And 
I ſhall mention Four Sentences, tho', I am afraid, 
from ſomething that will lic in the way of one of them, 
I ſhall leave You the Choice but of Three. The Firſt 
then that I ſhall propoſe, is, 


* In Recto Decus . 


A Motto that muſt be univerſally allow'd to be moſt 
worthy of Tour Lordſhip, and moſt ſuited to your 
Great Character of any that can be thought on. 
There's a Beauty in the Expreſſion that is inimitable. 
And there is none, no not even Tour ſelf, that can de- 
ny the Senſe of it to have been the governing Princi- 


« pleof your Life. I was wonderfully delighted with it, 
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as it occur'd to my Thoughts. But the Words not ap- 
pearing new to me, and not recollecting any Author 
where I had read them, it came into my Mind, that it 
was an Inſcription J had met with on his MAJesTY's 
Electoral Coin. And This, tho little known in 
England, I thought an Objection that would, when 


—— 
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* The higheſt Grace is in Integrity. k 
nown, 


[15] 


« known, prevent its being a Candidate with the reſt I 
have to propoſe, for Tour Lordſhip's Choice. 


« AND here, M Lond, I can't avoid going a little 
« out of my way, while I obſerve to You, as well this, 
as #wo other very lovely Motto's, which I found his 
« MaJxsTY's Electoral Coin graced with, while I was in 
« his German Dominions. This, which I have inſtanc'd 
*in, is peculiar to his MAaJesTY's own Coin, and which 
«© bears his own Image. And how, My Lokp, does it 
« ſpeak the Man? In Recto DEcUSs. Was there cver 
e an honeſter MAN, or a juſter Application! That on 

the King's Father's Coin, the late ELECTOR's, was 


* Sola bona que honeſta. 


« And that on his Uncle's, the late Duke of ZELL's, | | 
+ Quo Fas & Gloria ducunt. 


« Tour Lordſhip, and all the World, know how his 
« Majeſty's ſuits his own Character; and ] Icarn'd a- 
broad how fitly choſen thoſe were of his ever renown- 
« ed Uncleand Father: Two Princes, whom even his 
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That is only lauful which is juſt. | nn, 
Jam ready to follow Glory wherever it lies, provided it be 
within the Boundaries of Juſtice and true Honour. 


Majeſty's 


169 


« Majeſty's amiable Character ſcarce hinders thoſe Pcople 
from remembring with Pleaſure and Regret. 
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Bur taking leave of this agreeable Digreſſion with 
congratulating my Country, (if it be true, what 1 have 
ſomewhere read, That it is a much greater Compli- 
ment to the Characters of Princes, becauſe more 
rare, for them to poſſeſs the Virtues of private Per- 


ſons, than thoſe Royal Ones which are peculiar to 


their exalted Stations) I ſay, congratulating my Coun- 
try, that We have a Prince on the Throne in his perſo- 
nal Integrity ſo like your Lordſhip, as that the ſame 
Motto in this reſpect would by the conſent of all Men 
fit You Botk ; I take leave of this Digreſſion, and re- 
turn to propoſe to Tour Lordſhip the next which has 
offcr'd itſelf to my Thoughts, while I was employ- 
ing them on this Subject; which, as it comes not 
much behind the Former in an applicable Fitneſs to 
your Character, fo one may the better bear the Diſap- 


pointment in offering That to your Lordſhip's Uſe on 
this Occaſion. It is | 


*Eſt modus in Rebus — 


There's a Mean in all Things. 


THE 
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Tax following Words 


* unt certi denique Fines, 
Quos ultra citraque nequit conſiſtere Rectum, 


« explain the former, and confine their Meaning. And 
« this 1 think muſt be allow'd a very good one. It has e- 
ven a Beauty in it which the other wants, as it is part 
*« of a known Verſe; and it falls but little ſhort of it in 
« expreſſing your excellent Character, which has made 
you ſo diſtinguiſh'd among the great Men your Con- 
c temporaries ; I mcan, your known Moderation and Im- 
« partiality, that you never went, nor have it in your 


<« nature to goto any Extremes. But it has no relation 


« to your Publick Character, with reſpe& to the Place 
« you are nod in: tho' I can't but ſay it would have a 
very apt one in a more exalted Station; where, leſs 
« confin'd to a ſet Rule, your Determinations mult be 
« moderated by the Equity of your own Mind. | 


« My Third, is a couple of Words of my own put- 
“ting together, and which in their meaning are very near 
Cc a. Kin to the former, vig. 


Vincit Ratio. 


. 


* What is Juſt and Honeſt, is ſo only at a certain Extent ; if 
you go beyond, or come ſhort of which, the Nature of your 
Action r alter'd. | 

Reaſon rules me. 5 

, D This 
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« Thijs is likewifc very appoſite to Your Lordſhip, as you 
% arc known to have ſuffer'd yourſelf at all times to be 
« govern d by Reaſon. This is ſhort, clear, and expreſ- 
« five of your known Character, but ſtill of what I call 
your private one. Both theſe will do very well, if 
none could be lit on, that will expreſs both it, and 
« your publick Character of a Judge, or a LoRD 
« CHANCELLOR ; ſhould it be written in the Book of 
« Fatc, or be the Will of Hcaven, for the Good of your 
Country, that you ſhould ever Honour that Dignity. 
And I think there has occur'd to my Thoughts One 
which has all the forcgoing Exccllcncics in it; it is 
ſhort, clear, expreſſive of your private Character, 
as no Party-Man ; and of your judicial Character 
too; it has a meaning both for the Miſe, and for the 
« Simple, and is part of a Latin Verſe: It is 
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* Diſcite Fuſtitiam. 


It is part of a noted Yerſe in VireIL's ſixth Eneid: 
That expreſſes at once to the Eye of the World Tour 
„ Lordſbip's known Character of being inviolably diſ- 
A poſcd to do Fuſtice to every body; which has made 
you ſo much the Darling of your Country, in the 
* Poſt You are in, and has excited ſuch an univerſal 


cc 


— 


2 — — 
* 


—_ 
12» — 


„ 


* Learn to be Juſt. 
cc Long- 
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Longing aas is known to every body, but yourtclt) to 
{cc You LoRD CHANCELLOR. It bears likewiſe a ma- 
nifeſt alluſion, implying an Admonition to your lateſt 
Poſterity to mind the Law; which Profeſſion was 
the Foundation of their G#eat Anceſtors Honour. 
And it moſt aptly expreſſes your Character as a Mem- 
ber of the Legiſlature to all Thoſe, at leaſt, who 
know that Juſtice is the great Cardinal Virtue on 
which all other, but particularly Political Matters, 
ought to turn; The Love of which mutt have alone gi- 
ven Birth to that known Integrity of Judgment and 
Action which Tour Lordſbip has been ever famous for 
through the whole Courſe of your Life : and which, 
join'd to a great Amiability of Manners, muſt have 
chiefly occaſion'd that unfeignd Union of all Men's 
Minds in taking part, and in rejoicing in Jour Lord. 
ſhip's Honour. It has ] Choice preferably to the 
Reſt, for a further Reaſon, which is, becauſe altho' 
theſe two Words compoſe the Motto, and fix the 
Senſe; yet moſt People who know any thing, will 
thereby be put in mind of the remaining part of the 
Verſe, which refers to an admirable, and, as the Age 
goes, a very diſtinguiſhing part of Tour Lordſhip's 
great Character, and that is, your oper and avowed 
P1ETY and REVERENCE for your MAKER. 


* Diſtite Fuſtitiam, moniti, & non temnere Div os. 


* "tu. 


— — 


* Learn Juſtice, and deſpiſe not Powers above. Lauderd. 
D 2 cc F 1— 
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« FINALLY, I know but 7wo Objeftions can be made 
« againſt it: The Firſt of which is, That the Expreſſion 
« is too naked, and has neither Point nor Spirit in it. 
« The Other, as if it carried with it an Air of haughty 
« Fußperiority; Which if it did, I muſt own would be 
e very unnatural to your Lordſhip's Character. 


« As to the Firſt, give me leave, My Losp, to tell 
„ You, that the Gravity and Dignity of your Lordſhip's 
« Character is above the Air, and Fancy of a Pornt- 
« And nothing can, I think, ſuit You more on this oc- 
« caſion, than to make uſe of ſome valuable plain Pre- 
« cept; which while your Shzeld bears as a Precept, 
« your Lordſhip in your own Perſon is a living Example 
« of. As to the other Objection, That it would look as 
« jf You aſſumed to Your ſelf an Elevation above the reſt 
« of Mankind, by bearing it, and as it were dictated 
« ſomething to your [nferiors.— There arc many 
« Motto's in the Imperative, and thoſe that uſe them 
are as much ſuppoſed to expreſs what they are govern'd 


« by themſelves, as what they would recommend to be 
« pratiiſed by others.” 


I SUBMIT all this humbly to Tour Lordſhip, not 
doubting of your kind Acceptance of the Good Will 1 


have ſhewn of a Readineſs to be at Tour Lordſhip's de- 
votion. 


IN 


217 


IN This, My Lorp, You will never be miſtaken. 
And give me leave to ſay it, (and God knows my Heart 
that it is true) that I ſhall ever think my ſelf happier in 
being any ways ſubſervient to Tour Lordſhip, ſrom the 
Pleaſure I ſhall have in being ſo, out of the great Obſer- 
vancel bear You, than from any temporary Intereſt your 
Favour may ever occaſion me. Should your Advancec- 
ment, Mx Los, terminate on your being made a Peer, 
or ſhould the World be taken in thinking this a Pre- 
tude to ſomething greater ſtill, You are by being made 
a Peer ipſo facto a Miniſter of State, and will have it, in 
ſome meaſure, as well in your Power, as in your Mill, 


to ſerve your Friends. 


As for My ſelf, My Lorp, (for whom I hope You 
will indulge me ove word in ſo long a Letter) I beg 
leave to acquaint You, That the Continuance of Tour 
Lordſbip's particular Favour (and Friendſhip, 1 had al- 
moſt ſaid) is what is uppermoſt in my Thoughts, when I 
think on this Subject. And no Expreſſion of your Kind- 
neſs in any way of Intereſt, without That be ſtill ſub- 
ſiting, will ever be in my Thoughts a ſufficient Compen- 
ſation for the loſs of it. For, as for any Profit or Honour 
that might accrue to Me on This, or any future Occa- 
ſion, 1 ſhould look no further on it, than as it would be 
ſuitable or becoming to One whom Tour Lordſhip might 


not think altogether unworthy of your Countenance; and, 
as 
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as it might enable me to exert in the Courſe of my Life 
thoſe Qualifications, (ſuch as they are) which my Genius, 
and Education, may, more particularly, have furniſh'd me 
with. I have a much greater fondneſs for a great and a 
good Character, than for a great, or (what is uſually fo 
call'd) a good Fortune. A Good Character, I am ſen- 
ſible, is only to be attain'd by My ſelf, by a cloſe At- 
tention to my own Actions; and a Great one, will be 
the natural Conſequence of your Lordſhip's Favour, to 
any one on whom You ſhall be pleas'd diſtinguiſhingly 
to confer it. But I beg leave to aſſure You, That I ſhall 
ceaſe to deſire a great one by your Lordſhip's means, 
when cver I ſhall ccaſe to deſerve a good one by my 
OWN. 


My LoRD, 


Tuo the News which gave occaſivn to this Letter, 
was known to me before I left the Town, yet I have dc- 
ſignedly defer'd the Vriting it, till I came into the Coun- 
try. And that not only becauſe I would wrzze it with 
mote Lciſure, but that You might receive it, as I deſign 
You ſhall, on Chri/tmas-Day in the Morning. Times 
and Seaſons ſtamp a Memory on Things which would 


otherwiſe go without it. And if Your receiving this Ler- 


ter on that Day ſhould have the deſigned Effect, I deſire 


it may be always accompanied in your Lordſhip's Mind, 


with the Remembrance of a conſtant unfeigned Devo- 
tedneſs 


; 231 


redneſs in the Writer of it to your Lordſbip's Perſon and 
Service. | 


Wir theſe Lentiments, I humbly take leave, and 
ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


MY LORD, 
Sh on, 


riftmas- 
Eve, 1724. 


Your LonrpsniPs 


\ 
won. * 


Moſt Obliged and moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


R. W. 
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Tur following Lines appearing to me to be a very 
beautiful as well as juſt Paraphraſe on the Motto, 


Labor ipſe 7 oluptas, 


I have thought fit to give them a Place in this vacant Page. 
I am ſorry I don't know who writ them, that I might 
give the right Owner the Honour of them. 


On the LoRD CHANCELLOR's Motto. 


"Tis not the Splendor of the Place, | 
The gilded Coach, the Purſe, the Mace, 
Nor all the pompous Train of State, 
With Crowds that at your Levec wait, 


That make You happy, make You great. 


But whilſt Mankind You ſtrive to bleſs 
With all the Talents You poſſeſs, 
Whilſt the chief Joy You do receive 
Ariſes from the Joy You give; 

This takes the Heart, and conquers Spight, 
And makes the heavy Burthen light : 

For Pleaſure rightly underſtoode 
Is only Labour to do Gf. 


N 2 
= 3 
\ +1 y.-C 


1 4 : 


LIN FT. 


1 . 


anno ance, Quitting. — PO — — 


